ISPO members are active participants in professional meetings, instructional courses, and editorial projects. The first issue of the INTERNATIONAL NEWSLETTER features a global sampling of the varied pursuits of our colleagues. Future issues will present additional news, including reports of ISPO national meetings, honours awarded and new appointments of ISPO members, and other information of interest to members.
On the international scene, the Japan International Cooperative Agency has offered training courses for prosthetic and orthotic technicians from Asian countries since 1981. Dr. Yasuhiro Hatsuyama, National Rehabilitation Center for the Physically Disabled, is the director. Requirements for technicians were determined by means of inspection tours conducted by the staff of the National Rehabilitation Center. Invited trainees are individuals working in public mainstay facilities with at least five years of experience and the potential to become leaders. The four-month programme is taught by physicians, technicians, and engineers. Twenty-nine trainees from 11 countries have completed the programme during the past five years. While the course duration is not sufficient,to include all professional techniques, it is useful to promote the international association of people of different customs, languages, and religions. The Japan National Member Society of ISPO extends a cordial invitation to all members of ISPO and INTERBOR, as well as to all individuals interested in any aspect of prosthetics and orthotics, to attend the 1989 VI World Congress, November 12-17, at the Kobe Convention Center. This will be the first ISPO Congress held in Asia; consequently, the Organizing Committee will emphasize both the current state of research and clinical experience, and the history of the development of activities in the field by varied Asian countries, thereby illuminating the differences in their cultural and traditional background. By uniting the knowledge and experience of the East and West, the organizers hope to provide a more promising future for all involved in the treatment of incapacitating disabilities. The Organizing Committee has been enthusiastically preparing the programme under the guidance of the International Congress Committee and the Executive Board of ISPO. A more complete announcement will be distributed next summer.
United Kingdom National Member Society held its Annual Scientific Meeting in York University in April. Invited speakers addressed the causes of congenital abnormalities, facial prostheses, bone resorption, and implanted neurological stimulators. A new category of free paper, Clinical Notes, consisted of five-minute papers providing the opportunity for sharing anecdotes on techniques and problem case solutions. The popular innovation will be repeated at the next meeting in Bath University, April 19 and 20, 1988 when special topic sessions on above-knee prosthetics, orthoses for paraplegics, mobility for the disabled, and clinical gait analysis will be featured. Invited speakers will cover rehabilitation services, limb salvage, and the reorganization of the artificial limb service.
Following the McCd1 Report, the government established a special Health Authority in July, headed by Lord Holderness, to administer the Artificial Limbs and Appliance Centres in England, Wales, and Northern Ireland and oversee their transfer to the National Health Service by 1991. The government also instituted a study of the orthotic service in the National Health Service which it is intended to complete by December 1987. Additional meetings scheduled for 1988 include the international conference on wheekhairs and special seating, Dundee, September 12 to 16, and an interdisciplinary symposium on the biomechanics and orthotic management of the foot, Newcastleupon-Tyne, September 22 and 23. The Society also congratulates its members, Colin Peacock and Robin Platts who have been elected to Fellowship in ISPO.
Hong Kong National Society held the Second Joint Scientific Seminar in cooperation with the Hong Kong Prosthetists and Orthotists Association in July. The seminar drew 70 participants, including physicians, prosthetists, and orthotists who heard speakers consider bracing in the treatment of round back and exaggerated lordosis, management of hip disarticulation at the McLehose Medical Rehabilitation Centre, and prosthetic and orthotic services in Mainland China and Taiwan. Speakers and participants shared their experiences to make the seminar a success.
Australian National Member Society combined its annual scientific meeting held in Melbourne May 25 and 26, 1987 with a three-day course, "Upper Extremity Prosthetics and Orthotics" organized jointly by ISPO Speakers at the January 1988 convention in Newport Beach, California will include ISPO President John Hughes who will survey "Prosthetics and Orthotin in Developing Countries," and ISPO members J. T. Martin Carlson, CPO discussing "Prosthetics and Orthotics in Madagascar and Nicaragua"; Melvin Stills, CO presenting "Prosthetics and Orthotics in the Pacific Basin"; and Yoshio Setoguchi, MD speaking on "Prosthetics and Orthotics-The Child Population." Other participants will comment on progress in India and with the geriatric population.
Following the very successful ISPO-sponsored workshop on above-knee sockets held in May in Miami, at which invited experts from abroad and throughout the country met in plenary and smaller sessions, a second meeting was held in October to pursue the topic. This meeting, jointly sponsored by United States National Member Society and the American Academy of Orthotists and Prosthetists, brought exponents of the three major socket configurations to Chicago to discuss their differences and to amve at common principles which are to be practised and taught in the undergraduate and postgraduate prosthetics cumcula.
Joan Edelstein, United States National Member Society Secretary-Treaurer, recently completed
Prosthetic and Orthotic Education Aids which expands upon the Directory ofFifms in Prosthetics and
Orthotics she compiled and edited with Ronald Donovan, published by ISPO in 1980. The new directory has been published by the American Academy of Orthopaedic Surgeons. It contains annotated listings of 400 motion pictures, videocassettes, and other productions pertaining to all phases of the field. Listings include the producer, description of the content, format, duration, date of production, and source for free loan, rental, or purchase. Productions are classified according to primary audience, whether clinician or public. Following the alphabetical listing of all productions, the monograph contains a topic index, guiding the user to all aids pertaining to such specialized areas as access, amputee clinical care, hemiplegia, sexuality, wheelchairs, among the many cross-referenced categories.
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